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To  His  Worship  the  I-layor,  Aldermen  and  the  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Dorchester. 

Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  sixth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  of  Dorchester  for  the  year  1955.  It  is 
written  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  year  was  comparatively  free  from  infectious  diseases,  the  notifications 
of  Measles  were  77,  Whooping  Gough  21,  Poliomyelitis  2 (one  with  po.ralys.is) 
and  3 cases  of  Food  Poisoning. 


Three  cases  of  sickness  occurred  due  to  orange  squash.  This 
to  bo  due  to  metallic  substances  in  the  juice.  Full  investigation 
to  find  how  the  contamination  occurred,  Samples  of  similar  bottle 


was  believed 
failed 
s were 


satisfactory. 


There  has  however  been  an  increase  in  the  notifications  of  Tuberculosis, 
from  four  to  seven,  compared  with  last  year. 

One  new  school  has  been  opened  in  the  Borough  malting  the  total  of  rate 
aided  schools  to  eight.  There  arc  four  other  schools  also  in  the  area. 


An  open  air  swimming  pool  was  opened  at  the  Secondary  Modern  School  and 
the  work  was  mainly  carried  out  by  the  pupils. 

One  small  but  important  facility  for  those  who  arc  physically  handicapped, 
was  the  provision  of  a special  handrail  in  one  of  the  town's  public  Conveniences. 
This  service  will  be  extended  if  successful. 


During  the  year  a new  committee  was  formed  to  deal  with  Slum  Clearance 
and  Redevelopment.  The  official  Representation  submitted  in  1953  will  be 
represented  under  the  new  act. 

Up  to  the  31st  December  1955*  304  new  Council  Houses  have  been  built, 
including  272  pre-war  houses,  this  brings  the  total  number  of  houses  to  576. 

Following  the  Survey  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 
over  200  houses  were  reported  to  the  Ministry  as  unfit. 
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A number  of  samples  taken  at  the  Sewage  Works  were 
unsatisfactory  and  suggested  overloading  of  the  works, 
a Public  Inquiry  is  to  be  held  on  February  29th,  1956, 
by  the  Council  for  consent  to  carry  out  works  of  sewage 


again  reported  as 
It  is  noted  that 
on  an  application 


and  sewerage  disposal. 


In  last  years  Annual  Report,  I referred  to  the  enormous  increase  in 
the  amount  of  meat  inspection  carried  cut  and  now  it  is  equivalent  to  that 
killed  for  a population  of  200,000.  Both  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  regularly 
working  overtime  and  as  I said  last  year,  the  other  work  in  this  Borough 
must  suffer.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  inspections  made  during  the  year. 

Futherinore,  the  Housing  Survey  has  substantially  increased  the  work  to 
be  done  and  on  top  of  this,  the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  have  to  be 
carried  out. 


Unless  additional  help  is  provided,  I do  not  see  how  the  Inspectors 
can  carry  out  their  work  efficiently  and  fulfil  the  statutory  obligations 
placed  on  them  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  now  that  there  is  a possibility 
of  payment  from  the  abbattoir  per  carcase  slaughtered,  the  financial 
commitments  would  be  less. 


One  of  the  duties  of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  to  be  prepared  to 
advise  the  Local  Authority  on  matters  likely  to  affect  the  public  health  in. 
the  district  and  I feel  I should  refer  to  the  following  points. 

Health  Educations  is,  I believe,  the  most  potent  influence  in  prevention 
of  disease.  Talks  are  of  course,  given  by  the  Public  Health  Staff  to  various 
bodies,  but  example  is  also  a very  Important  factor  and  this  is.  where  the 
Council  can  continue  to  help,  as  they  have  in  the  past. 

Regarding  the  past,  I would  refer  to  the  point  that  Dorchester  brought 
out  a scheme  for  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  in  1935*  some  years  before 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  then  Torn  Clerk  remarked  "This  is  one  of  the 
biggest  things  the  Council  has  yet  done."  How  right  he  was,  when  one  compares 
the  number  of  cases  in  1929  (90  in  the  Borough,  601  with  50  deaths  In  the 
County)  with  a single  case  in  19  4&  and  nil  since. 

Up  to  June  1930  the  Council  built  272  houses  which  compared  favourably 
with  the  rest  of  the  districts  in  Dorset. 

Wow  what  of  our  problems  in  the  future.  Firstly  I would  put  the  care 
of  old  persons j the  building  of  suitable  dwellings  will  bring  great 
happiness  to  those  in  the  twilight  of  their  lives  and  also  reduce  the  rates 
by  keeping  people  home,  instead  of  being  accommodated  in  hospitals. 

Secondly,  relief  in  mental  stress 3 nearly  half  the  hospital  bods  in 
this  country  are  in  Mental  Hospitals,  the  problem  of  unfit  houses  is  beginning 
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to  be  tackled,,  how  much  mental  stress  - and  this  is  an  illness  as  much  as 
any  other  disease  - gastric  ulcers  and  possibly  coronary  disease  has  been 
due  throughout  the  country;  by  worry  and  frustration  of  housing  matters „ 

Thirdly;  the  number  of  infants  who  die  before  the  age  of  one  year  is 
very  small;  but  it  is  known  that  gastro  enteritis  can  appreciably  alter 
this  figure  and  flies  can  be  carriers  of  the  disease.  I would  make  a plea 
for  improvement  in  the  condition  of  dustbins  and  the  reversion  to  the  pre- 
war twice  weekly  collection  of  refuse „ 

X wish  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their  kindness  and 
help  during  the  year;  and  ray  fellow  officials  on  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  for  their  willing  co-operation;  especially  Mr.  Allard  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  untiring  efforts.  Also  to  my  colleagues  in  the 
other  departments  for  their  kind  co-operation. 


Your  obedient  Servant; 

I.  B.  Lawrence. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS . 

(Figures  for  1954  shown  in  brackets) 

099  909  €9  0 900  090 

Resident  Population. „ „ ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  houses  inhabited  at  the  end  of  1955 
Rateable  Value  (31st  Herein,  1956)  ...  ... 

few  Valuation  (1st  ^pril,  1956)  ...  ... 

Gun  represented  by  Penny  Rato  ...  ... 

New  \f  alu  aeio  n . , . . . . ...  ... 

VITAL  STATISTICS » 

population  ~ Estimate  for  Births  and  Deaths  Rates 
Comparability  Factor 


Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Deaths  - All  Causes 


Births 
Deaths 

Males  Females 


1,675 

acres 

11,710 

(11,750) 

3,272 

(3,254) 

£105,968 

(£102,973) 

£182,764 

£410 

(£400) 

£720 

11,710 

(11,750) 

1 e 08 

0.93 

76 

-A 

80 


3 

,1, 

4 

53 


71 

_4 

75 


64 


Total 

147 

8 

155  (167) 


JL 

_L  (4) 

117  (130) 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  (Infant  Mortality) 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  _ ~ 

Totals  2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  (NeoNatal  Mortality) 

1 


Lo  gitimate 
Illegitimate 

Totals 


1 


2 

2 

1 

1 


(1) 


(1) 


ooo 


Birth  Rate 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Vales 
DeaLi  i l ate  o ® o . . , 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Vales 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  . . . 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Vales 


1955 

1.954 

1953 

13.1 

15.3 

15.6 

15.0 

15,2 

15.5 

10.0 

IloO 

15.3 

11.7 

11.3 

11.4 

13.0 

6.0 

6.5 

24,9 

25.4 

26.8 

IjlfflS  FROM  ILL  CAUSES . 


Males  Females  Total 


Tuber 0 1 \l  0 sis  $ respiratory » . . 

6 0 0 

ooo 

1 

- 

1 

(1) 

Tuber  ulo sis , other’  . 

000 

ooo 

- 

„ 

- 

(-) 

Syph  Jh  tic  disease  « . , 

0 0 0 

OOO 

- 

- 

- 

(1) 

bi.-lG.VJ- fit  000  « 0 0 

• 0 0 

ooo 

- 

- 

- 

Whoop! ng  Cough  ...  ... 

000 

0 6 0 

- 

-« 

■■ 

Meningitis  ...  ... 

000 

ooo 

- 

- 

- 

PolieB^/oXitis  cc* 

000 

© 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

(i) 

MgsipIgs  0 « © 0 * © 

0 0 6 

0*0 

- 

- 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

0 * • 

■=. 

(1) 

Cancer  of  stomach. . ... 

000 

00® 

3 

1 

4 

(3) 

Cancer  of  lung,,  bronchus  ... 

coo 

© 0 0 

2 

1 

3 

(3) 

Cancer  of  breast, e . ... 

0 0 6 

ooo 

- 

1 

1 

(4) 

Cancer  of  uterus..,  ... 

0 6 9 

ooo 

- 

1 

1 

(2) 

Other  Cancers  . . , . , . 

Ooo 

OOO 

3 

8 

11 

(in 

Acute  Anaemia  . , . ... 

CO© 

00c 

- 

- 

- 

(-) 

Diabetes  ...  ... 

© 0 0 

© D & 

- 

- 

- 

(1) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. . . 

ooo 

2 

12 

14 

(18) 

Coronary  Diseo.se,  angina 

* • 0 

coo 

14 

14 

28 

(16) 

High  Blood  Pressure  with  Heart  Disease 

0 9 9 

1 

2 

3 

o) 

Other  Heart  Disease  « . . 

© G 9 

0 0 6 

10 

11 

21 

(21) 

0 brier  circulatory  disease.,. 

<0  © e 

e 0 0 

3 

2 

5 

(4) 

j.  Tii  1 -1  Oil  Z c3.  0 90  oo© 

© $ <* 

© © 0 

1 

- 

1 

(-) 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

ooo 

© 0 0 

1 

3 

4 

(7) 

Bronchitis  ...  ... 

ooo 

6 0 0 

3. 

2 

3 

(2) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

• © 0 

■=> 

- 

- 

(~) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

ooo 

c « 0 

1 

- 

1 

(1) 

Gast?it3.s,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. . 

6 0 0 

— 

(1) 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

0 « 0 

ooo 

1 

1 

2 

(3) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . „ 

C©0 

OOO 

- 

- 

(4) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  abortion  ... 

ooo 

- 

- 

- 

(“) 

Congenital  malformations  ? . • 

0 0 6 

OOO 

- 

1 

1 

(-) 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

ooo 

6 

3 

9 

(17) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  , „ . 

CO® 

0 © 0 

2 

2 

(-) 

All  other  accidents  . . . 

OOO 

6 6 0 

1 

1 

2 

(3) 

Suicide  ...  ... 

Ooo 

ooo 

- 

- 

- 

(2) 

All  CdU.30  G 0 0 « 000 

ooo 

ooo 

53 

64 

117 

(130) 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  notifications  of  the  infectious 
Diseases  made  during  the  year 


Total 

Cases  Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

Disease 

0- 

1- 

o 

3~ 

A 

10- 

15 

Periods 

- 25-  45-  65  A.U. 

TOTAL 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- ' 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3 

- 

Whooping 

Cough 

- 

5 

9 

6 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21 

- 

- 

Measles 

1 

7 

13 

51 

3 

1 

1 

- 

77 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 1 

2 

- 

4 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- - 

- 

6 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Food 

Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 - 

- 

3 

- 

- 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

- 

- 

- 

Meningitis 

wm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Following  the  notification  of  only  one  case  of  Measles  last  year, 
seventy-seven  have  been  notified  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Only  two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred.  One  had  paralysis,  no 
secondary  cases  were  notified.  Three  contacts  of  cases  which  occurred 
outside  the  area,  were  supervised,  but  none  developed  the  disease. 

Apart  from  the  cases  due  to  orange  squash,  three  cases  of  Food  Poisoning 
were  investigated,  in  one  case  the  germ  was  isolated  but  no  food  could  bo 
implicated. 

A case  of  Abortus  Fever  was  reported  and  investigations  were  made  both 
in  and  out  of  the  County,  but  no  further  cases  were  found. 
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TUBERCULOSIS „ 


During  the  year  1955 , the  following  cases  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
were  notified  s~  (figures  for  1954  shown  in  brackets) 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Periods 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

01 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

*=* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

— 

— 

— 

... 

— 

— 

15 

]. 

1 

- 

— 

— 

25 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

.. 

35 

2 

- 

- 

« 

- 

- 

45 

- 

1 

-- 

1 

- 

- 

55 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65 

-- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Age 

Unknown 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS  . 

• 5(1) 

2(2) 

-(-) 

-(I) 

KD 

-H 

-(-) 

-(1) 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of 
the  lungs,  it  usually  affects  young  adults  between  the  age  of  fifteen  and 
thirty -five,  which  it  has  done  as  seen  in  the  above  table. 

The  total  number  of  cases  in  the  Borough  is  now  57,  compared  with  51 
last  year. 


Li  BOR.ATORI  FACILITIES . 

Drc  T0  Vo  Cooper  of  the  County  Laboratory  and  Dr0  G.  H*  Tee  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  have  again  been  most  helpful  during  the  year  and 
I appreciate  their  ready  co-operation. 

The  following  is  a table  of  specimens  submitted  to  the  Laboratories  ;~ 
(Totals  for  1954  in  brackets) 


Throat  Swabs 

77 

(195) 

Milk  « » 3 0*0 

173 

(171) 

Faeces  „ „ . 

. . 0 152 

(104) 

Ice  Cream  «©• 

72 

(84) 

Blood 

. , c 4o 

(42) 

Water  © © • o » • 

130 

(103) 

Ringworm  , , . 

• 7 

(3) 

Sewage  © • o © © ® 

54 

(47) 

Sputum  „ , . 

• c « 101 

(120) 

Miscellaneous*  0 « 

39 

(45) 
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HOUSING. 


Council  House 


erection. 


1955  since  War 


Temporary  - 


Permanent  - 

Traditional  Type 
Non-Traditional  Type 


24 


27S 

26 


Converted  into  Flats 


5 


No.  of  Council  Houses (pre-war) 

No,  of  Post  War  Houses  completed  and  occupied  at  31/12/55 
Total  number  of  Council  Houses  at  31/12/55. 


272 

304 

576 


The  recent  survey  of  houses  in  the  Borough  revealed  223  unfit  houses, 
these  figures  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  and  a suggested  five 
year  plan  for  dealing  with  the  houses,  was  also  presented. 

A Clearance  Area  which  was  represented  in  1953  which  had  not  yet  been 
declared,  was  included  in  the  survey  figures. 

A new  committee  has  been  formed  to  deal  with  Clearance  and  Redevelopment 
Areas  and  a plan  of  redevelopment  of  one  of  the  worst  areas  in  three  stages 
has  been  discussed  and  a sub-committee  appointed  to  inspect  the  site  of  the 
first  stage.  (This  was  done  in  early  1956) 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 


Three  cases  were  brought  to  my  notice  during  the  year,  all  were  elderly 
people.  In  one  case,  the  tenant  was  instructed  to  clean  the  premisos  and 
the  help  of  the  district  nurse  was  obtained  for  the  old  person. 

The  second  was  a dear  old  lady,  whom  the  neighbours  had  helped  for 
years.  She  eventually  died. 

The  third  was  a man,  living  on  his  own  and  again  a neighbour,  living 
in  the  same  building  tended  to  him  although  she  was  scared  on  a number  of 
occasions,  when  he  collapsed  at  night.  Tho  nurse  had  been  in  attendance. 

An  endeavour  was  made  to  obtain  a sitter  in  at  night,  but  unfortunately  this 
could  not  bo  arranged.  He  has  since  (February  1956)  removed  voluntarily 
to  a hospital. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


Again  the  Home  Help  Service  has  been  most  helpful  and  I would  stress 
that  the  service  is  run  by  part  time  helpers. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

To  call  the  Ambulance  for  routine  work  ring  Dorchester  420,  in  an 
emergency  ask  the  exchange  for  Ambulance.  Always  state  urgency,  nature 
of  case,  full  address  and  which  Ambulance  is  required,  e,g»  sitting  or 
stretcher  case. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

During  1955  a new  18!t  sewer,  220  yards  long  was  laid  in  Syward  Road. 

Wo  change  has  occurred  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Two  chemical 
samples  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year  were  reported  as  being 
unsatisfactory,  a bacteriological,  sample  showed  evidence  of  pollution. 

An  Inquiry  by  the  Ministry  is  still  awaited  on  proposals  submitted  by  the 
Council  on  new  works.  (The  Inquiry  was  held  on  the  29th  February,  1956) 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  & REFUSE . 

Last  years  site  has  now  been  filled  and  covered,  as  a new  site  quite 
near  the  previous  place  as  been  started. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

C ill o r ami nat i o n first  started  in  1938  and  is  in  continuous  use.  Regular 
weekly  bacteriological  samples  are  taken  from  the  rising  main  and  a supplies 
tap.  Sampling  was  increased  during  the  heavy  storm  in  July. 

The  new  employees  who  are  likely  to  come  in  contact  with  the  well,  have 
been  checked  regarding  the  possibility  of  them  being  carriers  of  disease, 
they  were  all  satisfactory. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER 
CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 


Ammonia,  free  ...  ...  ...  . . 

" Albuminiod  

Nitrites 

Nitrates,  as  Nitric  Nitrogen,. 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  mins,  at  80°F 
15  « » 4 hrs.  '»  n 

Chlorine  , , . 

as  Sodium  Chlorine 


0.020 

0,024 

Absent 

7.41 

0,255 

0.306 

22.0 

36.25 


Hardness,  temporary  , , , ...  ... 

11  permanent  , , , „ . . 

tO  Gcil  ...  «o.  aoo  ... 

Total  Solids  ...  ... 

pH  value  .o.  «.o  ..o  . o , 

200.0 

70,0 

270.0 

354.0 
7.6 

Metals: 

Iron,  lead,  copper,  zinc 

absent 

Appearance : 

Colourless  and  clear. 

Odours 

None, 

Free  Chlorines 

Remarks s 

This  is  a clear  bright  water,  hard  in  character.  It 
contains  some,  but  not  undue  amount  of  organic  matter. 

The  results  indicate  that  this  water  is  in  a very  satisfactory 
condition,  entirely  free  from  pollution,  and  in  my  opinion  is 
eminently  suitable  for  both  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


(signed)  Arthur  S.  Carlos. 


Public  Analyst. 


20th  October,  1955c 
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MKTBSRQLQ GIC&L  DETAILS  - YEAR  1955 . 


Month  Rainfall 

Rain  Fell  On 

Sunshine 

Temp,  in  deg.  F. 

inches 

days 

hours 

Maximum  Minimum 

January 

4&13 

20 

30.25 

52 

24 

February 

2.7S 

13 

100.25 

54 

21 

March 

1.63 

6 

171.30 

57 

23 

April 

0.75 

10 

178.55 

67 

32 

May 

5.33 

19 

204.00 

68 

32 

June 

3o  40 

11 

159.57 

74 

56 

July 

7.28 

3 

273.25 

83 

46 

August 

0.66 

8 

230.00 

85 

46 

September 

2 o 40 

13 

152.50 

72 

39 

October 

4"  0 

11 

119.40 

69 

28 

November 

4.00 

11 

65.75 

60 

26 

December 

7.50 

23 

27.25 

54 

28 

Totals 

44.07 

143 

1,756.50 

Totals  in- 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

460  43 
33.20 

52.36 

1,505.30 

1,605.19 

1,664.16 

1,620.53 

1955  was  a dry  year 
the  IS  - 19th  July-,  when 
in  the  lower  part  of  the 

except  for  an  exceptionally 
7.20  inches  were  recorded . 
town  and  some  surcharging  of 

heavy 

This 

the 

rainstorm  on 
caused  flooding 
sewers. 

The 

number 

of  hours 

of  sunshine 

recorded  vras  the 

highest  since  my 

appointment  in  1950. 
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Sanitary  Inspectors'  Office, 
North  Square, 


Dorchester# 


August,  1956. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
o_f  the  Borough  of  Dorchester.^ 


Annual  Report  for  1 955. 


I present  for  your  consideration  the  following  report  on  the 
work  carried  out  hy  your  sanitary  inspectors  in  the  year  1955* 

An  increasing  amount  of  time,  both  during  and  outside  normal 
office  hours,  had  to  be  spent  on  meat  inspection,  and  maintaining 
a full  meat  inspection  service  really  dwarfed  the  other  problems  of 
the  department.  A further  substantial  increase  in  the  numbers  of 
animals  slaughtered  has  taken  place  since  the  end  of  1955*  The 
Council  will  have  to  give  serious  consideration  to  the  need  for  a 
third  sanitary  inspector.  This  may  not  be  a popular  move  in  some 
quarters,  but  if  the  Council  considers  public  health  work  is  worth 
while  - and  surely  it  does  - then  it  will  recognise  that  a third 
inspector  is  essential  to  achieve  a satisfactory  standard. of  public 
health  administration. 

As  a result  of  the  surveys  undertaken  under  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  the  Council  provisionally  scheduled  22o  houses  in 
the  Borough  for  clearance  or  demolition.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  be 
possible  to  state  in  the  report  for  1 95^  that  the  Council's  five-year 
programme  of  clearance  and  redevelopment  has  been  started.  Most  of 
the  owners  and  tenants  alike,  I feel  sure,  would  welcome  it. 

I should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  received 
from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  of  the  help  and 
advice  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  other  chief  officers 
and  of  the  work  undertaken  - often  at  such  irregular  and  inconvenient 
times  - by  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Senior  Sanitary,  Inspector. 
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1 • INSPECTIONS  - 1955. 


Under  the  Housing  Acts : 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  (including  I64 
houses  surveyed  under  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954) 

Re-inspection  of  dwelling  houses 
Visits  re  overcrowding 
Unclassified 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act: 

Inspection  and  visits  re  unsound  food 
Inspection  of  "food  premises" 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses 

Visits  to  dairies  (including  sampling) 

Unclassified 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts : 

Inspection  and/or  testing  of  sewers/ drains 
(including  soil  and  ventilating  jjipcs) 
Inspection  of  closets  and  cesspools 
Inspection  of  filthy  or  verminous  premises 
Inspection  of  public  conveniences 
Inspection  for  detection  and  abatement  of 
statutory  nuisances 

Inspection  and  sampling  of  water  supplies 
Enquiries  and  visits  re  infectious  diseases 
Inspection  of  tents,  vans  and  sheds 
Inspection  of  nuisances  from  pigeons 
Unclassified 


Under  the  Factories  Act: 

Inspection  of  factories 
Visits  to  outworkers’  premises 
Unclassified 

Under  the  Prevent ion  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act : 
(including  310  inspections  carried  out 
whilst  visiting  premises  under  other  Acts) 


323 

457 

10 


835 


58 

161 

935 

25 

-11 

1,192 


165 

17 

26 

1 


91 

28 

182 

6 

77 

J2. 


626 


8 

34 

15. 


548 


Under  the  Shops  Act : 

Inspection  under  s.38.  Shops  Act,  1950  2 

Other  inspections  ~ 

2 


Under  the  Petroleum  Acts: 


81 


Under  the  Pet  Animals  Act : 


1 

—LM 
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2.  COMPLAINTS  - 1955» 


Disrepair  of  houses  1i«_ 

Overcrowding  or  other  inadequate  housing  conditions  2 

Unsound  food  or  unsatisfactory  conditions  in 

food  premises  7 

Defective  and/or  choked  drains,  sewers,  closets, 

cesspools,  etc,  8 

Verminous  and/or  filthy  premises  2 

Offensive  accumulations  or  deposits  3 

Other  public  health  nuisances  18 

Rats  and  mice  27 

Unclassified  1 

Total : 82 


3.  NOTICES  - 13-33. 


Informal  Notices 

Formal 

Notices 

Served  Complied 
with 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Under  (or  preliminary  to  action 
under)  Public  Health  Acts 

64 

36  e 

6 

2 

Under  (or  preliminary  to  action 
under)  Housing  Acts 

11 

5e 

- 

- 

Under  (or  preliminary  to  action 
under)  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 

11 

3 

- 

- 

Under  (or  preliminary  to  action 
under)  Factories  Acts 

2 

3 

- 

- 

Under  (or  preliminary  to  action 

■under)  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Under  (or  preliminary  to  action 
under)  Petroleum  Acts 

10 

- 

- 

- 

Totals : 

100 

49 

6 

2 

e In  addition,  defects  at  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  houses  owned  by  the 
Council,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Borough  Surveyor  had  been  drawn, 
were  remedied. 
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4.  HOUSING. 


Early  in  the  year  a preliminary  report  on  the  numbers  of  unfit 
houses  likely  to  be  scheduled  for  clearance  or  demolition  was  submitted. 

A detailed  report,  prepared  in  conjunction  with  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  in  May,  listed  228  houses 
considered  to  be  unfit  and  suggested  a scheme  for  dealing  with  these  in 
a.  period  of  five  years.  It  was  suggested  that  217  of  the  houses  should 
be  dealt  with  in  twenty-seven  clear  mice  areas  aid  that  steps  should  be 
taken  with  the  object  of  making  demolition  orders  on  the  remaining 
eleven  houses.  The  scheme  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  as  the  Council's  proposals  under  section  1 of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954* 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  soon  commence  to  take  action  to 
secure  the  clearance  or  demolition  of  the  unfit  houses  scheduled  in  the 
report  referred  to  above.  The  owners  of  the  houses  are  faced  with  the 
problem  of  keeping  the  properties  in  sufficient  repair  to  enable  the 
properties  to  be  tenanted,  knowing  that  sooner  or  later  the  properties 
will  have  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
many  of  the  owners  are  reluctant  to  spend  any  money  on  repairs  aid  that 
some  have  said  that  they  would  welcome  demolition  of  their  properties. 

Two  ovmers  of  scheduled  properties  raised  with  the  Council  the  point  as 
to  whether  the  Council  would  purchase  their  properties  in  the  suggested 
clearance  areas. 


Details  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Council 


Premises . 

52  Icon  Way. 

3 Mill  Street, 


Action  taken. 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  11.1.55. 

Undertaking  not  to  re let 
accepted  by  Council  11.1.55* 


18  Mill  Street.  Undertalcing  not  to  relct 

accepted  by  Council  11.1.55. 

39  Mill  Street.  Undertaking  not  to  relct 
(Hardy  Avenue ) accepted  by  Council  11.1.55. 

55  Holloway  Road  Undertaking  not  to  relct 

accepted  by  Council  11.1.55* 


56  Holloway  Road  Undertaking  not  to  relct 

accepted  by  Council  11.1.55* 


in  1955  are  as  follows 
Persons  displaced. 

3 - Rehoused  28.3.55* 

4 - Rehoused  20.12.54* 

5 - Rehoused  27*12.54* 
3 - Rehoused  13*12.54. 

5 - Rehoused  24.1.55* 

6 - Rehoused  24, 1.55* 
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Premises 

Action  Taken 

Persons  displaced 

18  Shorts  Lane. 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  12.t-.55* 

Premises  vacated  before 
official  action  was 
taken. 

5 Lester  Square. 

Closing  Order  made  8.12.54 
revoked  and  Demolition 

Order  made  by  Council 

a > /'  r .t 

NIL 

6 Lester  Square, 

Demolition  Order  made  by 
Council  14.6.55. 

Premises  vacated  before 
official  action  was  taken, 

60  Holloway  Road. 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  4*6.55* 

4 - Rehoused  11.7*55* 

4-2  Mill  Street ^ 

(Hardy  Avenue; 

Closing  Order  made  by 

C ounc il  8.11.5 5 * 

2 - Rehoused  5*12.55* 

24-  Millers  Close  . 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  8,11,55* 

1 - Rehoused  13*2.56. 

13  Salisbury  Sxruot. 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  8.11.55* 

6 - Rehoused  28.11.55* 

13  Mill  Street. 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  8.11.55* 

2 - Rehoused  5*12.55* 

35  Colliton  Street, 
(part ) . 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  8.11.55* 

1 - Rehoused  5.12.55. 

15  The  G-rovc. 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  8.11.55* 

Not  yet  rehoused. 

82  Mill  Street y 

Undertaking  not  to  re-let 
accepted  by  Council 

13.12.55* 

4 - Rehoused  5.12.55* 

57  Holloway  Road, 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  12.7.55. 

Not  yet  rehoused. 

58  Holloway  Road. 

Closing  Order  made  by 
Council  12.7.55* 

Rehoused  12.12.55* 

13  Colliton  Street. 

Premises  not  rclet  by 

Premises  vacated. 

Buildings  and  Markets 
Committee. 
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Since  19 53*  whenever  the  Housing  Committee  has  allocated  a 
Council  house-  to  the  tenant  of  an  unfit  house,  an  inspection  of  the 
property  has  been  made  and  details  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee. 
Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  action  had  been  taken  in 
respect  of  thirty-nine  dwellings 


Undertakings  not  to  re let  given  by 
owners . . „ . . , „ . 

Undertaldjngs  to  repair  Iwusos 
given  by  owners  • . . 

Houses  voluntarily  closed 
by  owners 


1931  1932  1933  1954  1955  TOTAL 

1931-1933 


1 1 9a  1 5 17 


Closing  Orders  made... 
Demolition  Orders  made 


» 1 • c * 


• • • 9 9 0 


1b 


2 c 1 


2 

4 


1 12  d 14 
- 1 e 2 


Number  of  houses  dealt  with  under 

Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936..  2 2 11  If  20  39 

Number  of  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  not  capable  of  repair 
at  reasonable  cost,  details  of  which 

were  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  2 2 15  16  29  64  f 

a.  At.  the  end  of  1955  two  of  these  houses  remained  occupiod, 

b.  The  owner  not  carrying  out  his  undertaking  a Closing  Order  was 
made  on  the  property. 

Including  one  caravan. 

d.  At  the  end  of  1955  three  of  these  houses  remained  occupied  but 
one  was  vacated  in  1956. 

e.  In  addition  a Demolition  Order  was  made  on  one  house  on  which  a 
Closing  Order  had  been  made  in  1953* 

f . The  total  includes  two  houses  details  of  which  were  submitted 
on  two  occasions. 
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At  31  st  December,  1 955  > the  number  of  houses  vacant  In  the 
Borough  as  a result  of  voluntary  closing  by  the  owners  or  of  formal 
action  by  the  Council  was  thirty- two.  Whilst  the  policy  of  the 
Council  over  the  past  three  years  has  prevented  these  sub-standard 
properties  from  being  re-occupied,  the  closed  properties  are  a 
potential  source  of  danger  from  deterioration  and  misuse. 

The  empty  properties  are  in  many  parts  of  the  town.  If  they  had 
been  concentrated  in  one  area  the  Council  might  have  been  able  to 
secure  the  clearance  of  such  an  area  without  via i ting  for  more  new 
houses  to  be  built. 

Three  properties  were  demolished  during  1955>  one  of  which  was 
the  subject  of  a Demolition  Order  made  in  1953*  The  owners  of  the 
other  two  houses  had  given  undertakings  not  to  relet  them,  but  the 
properties  were  attacked  by  the  weather  and  by  young  hooligans  who 
wantonly  damaged  doors,  floors  and  windows.  The  owners  were  persuaded 
to  demolish  the  houses. 

Although  slum  clearance  has  been  the  subject  of  most  of  the 
discussions  by  the  Health  Committee  on  housing  conditions  in  the 
Borough,  the  Council  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  numbers  of  houses  in 
need  of  repair  and  improvement . Owners  of  the  older  houses  continue 
to  be  reluctant  to  undertake  more  than  the  repairs  necessary  to  keep 
them  weatliertight.  Most  of  the  old  houses  have  not  been  adequately 
maintained  since  1939,  first  because  of  the  restriction  on  building 
work  during  and  immediately  after  the  war,  and  secondly  because  of  the 
high  cost  of  building  repairs  and  in  most  cases  the  low  rent  return 
from  the  properties.  Hardly  any  owners  of  tenanted  houses  can  be 
persuaded  to  carry  out  modernisation  or  improvements.  An  offer  by 
the  owner  of  two  properties  to  sell  them  to  the  Council,  after  she 
had  been  asked  to  undertake  repairs  to  each  house  estimated  to  cost 
£80.  was  declined. 

The  number  of  houses  repaired,  from  195"!  onwards,  as  a result  of 
formal  or  informal  action  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  is 
as  follows :- 

1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  Total. 

60  53  42  27  230  + 414 

+ Including  195  houses  owned  by  the  Council  and  referred  to  in  the 
note  at  the  foot  of  page  fourteen. 

One  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  issued  under  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1 954 • No  further  applications  from  tenants  were  received. 
Consideration  was  given  to  the  policy  to  be  adopted  to  secure  the  repair 
of  houses  the  subject  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 
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It  was  decided  by  the  Health  Committee  that  notices  under  section  9 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  requiring  the  owner  to  carry  out  rejjairs, 
would  not  be  served  in  respect  of  all  properties  the  subject  of 
Certificates  of  Disrepair,  but  that  where  the  standard  of  repair  was 
seriously  low  consideration  would  be  given  to  t sizing  such  action# 


5.  FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area,  classified  under  the 
principal  trade  carried  out,  is  as  follows 


Butchers 

10 

Fishmongers 

6 

Grocers  and  provision  merchants 

33 

Bakers  and  flour  confectioners 

3 

Greengrocers 

11 

Confectioners 

14 

Hotels 

12 

Restaurants 

17 

Public  houses  and  clubs 

20 

Other 

2 

Total: 

130 

The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  1 i+.  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  at  31st  December  1955>  and  of  inspections 
made  (including  visits  for  sampling)  is  as  follows :- 


No.  registered# 

No.  of  inspections. 

For  the  sale,  or  manufacture, 

or  storage  of  ice-cream. 

40 

48 

For  the  preparation  or 

manufacture  of  meat  products  or 
preserved  foods# 

4 

12 

The  number  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949*  and  of  inspections  made  (including  visits  for 
sampling)  is  as  follows :- 
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Distributors  with  premises  within  the  Borough 
Distributors  trading  from  outside  the  Borough 
Retail  shops  selling  bottled  milk  only 


Number  of  Inspections 


25 


6.  FOOD  HYGIENE, 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  to  food  premises  for  all 
purposes  was  one  hundred  and  sixty-one.  Routine  inspection  of  food 
premises  was  not  possible  and  a.  number  of  the  premises  were  not 
visited  at  all  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  notified  incidents  of  food  poisoning  in  England 
and  Wales  continue  to  increase  as  shown  below:- 


194-9  - 2,431 

1950  - 3,979 

1951  - 3,347 

1952  - 3,519 

1953  - 5,277 

1954  - 6,016 


In  some  of  the  incidents  a great  number  of  persons  were  ill.  Many 
other  cases  must  heave  occurred  which  were  not  notified  or  were  not 
treated  by  a doctor,,  but  which  caused  illness  and  loss  of  working 
hours.  So  far  in  Dorchester  we  have  been  fortunate  in  that  no 
serious  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  has  occurred.  The  Council  can  do 
its  best  to  prevent  any  such  outbreak  by  insisting  on  the  frequent 
routine  inspection  of  all  food  premises  and  by  encouraging  health 
educa.tion  of  the  public  and,  in  particular,  of  the  food  handlers. 

.Amongst  health  education  activities  undertaken  during  the  year 
two  talks  on  "The  Problem  and  Prevention  of  Food  Poisoning1'  were 
given  to  discussion  groups  from  a,  meat  products  factory  and  to  kitchen 
staff  and  student  nurses  at  a hospital.  It  had  been  hoped  to  arrange 
to  give  these  talks  to  other  groups  of  food  handlers  and  other 
interested  organisations,  but  owing  to  pressure  of  other  work  this 
scheme  had  to  be  postponed  after  one  talk  had  been  given  to  a women's 
organisation. 
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Some  of  the  visual  aids  and  other  materials  used  in  talks  to 
food  handlers  were  displayed  at  a meeting  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Complaints  about  food  received  from  the  public  included  the 
following 


(a)  that  a cream  bun  had  a cockroach  embedded  in  it; 

(bj  that  bread  had  been  left  in  the  doorway  of  a shop  and  subsequently 
fouled  by  dogs; 

(c)  that  a waitress  used  her  fingers  to  pla.ee  pats  of  butter  on  a dish, 
sucking  her  fingers  in  the  process; 

(d)  that  tinned  soup  had  a metal  object  in  it. 


7.  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Milk.  In  accordance  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified 
Areas)  Order,  1954*  nil  milk  retailed  within  the  Borough  of  Dorchester 
must  be  specially  designated  milk,  i.e.  ''Pasteurised” , "Sterilised” 
or  "Tuberculin  Tested"  milk. 

Twenty-one  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  with  results  as  indicated: - 


Passed  Failed 


Tuberculin  Tested 

1 

- 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 

4 

- 

Pasteurised 

16 

- 

t 

21 

% 

- 

Six  samples  of  washed  bottles  were 
with  results  as  indicated:- 

submitted  for 

examination, 

Satisfactory  6 

Ice  Cream,  Ice-cream  is  manufactured  on 

a small  scale 

on  one  premises 

heat  treatment  of  the  mix  being  undertaken  in  accordance  with  the  Ice- 
cream (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947  to  1952. 

Forty-seven  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological, 
examination,  the  results  of  which  were:- 


21 


Manufacturer 

Other  bulk 

Pre-packed 

(Hot  Mix) 

Ice-cream. 

Ice-cream. 

Pra visional  Grade 

1 

6 

5 

15 

Provisional  Grade 

2 

3 

1 

5 

Provisional  Grade 

3 

3 

1 

2 

Provisional  Grade 

4 

1 

- 

5 

13 

7 

27 

In  addition  seventeen  samples  of  iced  lollies  and  seven  samples  of 
ice-cream  lollies  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination;  two  of 
the  samples  were  unsatisfactory. 


Fifty-nine  samples  of  various  other  foods,  including  thirty-seven 
samples  of  meat  products  or  their  ingredients,  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  One  of  the 
samples  contained  food  poisoning  organisms. 

A number  of  visits  were  made  to  inspect  food  offered  for  sale  at 
the  Dorchester  Market  and  action  was  taken  on  three  occasions.  The 
incidents  involved  four  rabbits  and  four  chickens,  all  of  v/hich  were 
found  to  bo  unfit  for  human  consumption.  In  two  cases  a magistrate ' s 
Order  of  Condemnation  was  obtained,  and  in  the  third  case  the  chickens 
were  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  inspector  for  disposal. 

The  quantities  of  food  found  to  be  unsound  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  to  the  department  for  disposal  are  shown  in  the  following 
tabic.  The  food  is  surrendered  o.t  the  office  of  the  sanitary  inspectors 
and  disposed  of  by  burying  at  the  Council's  refuse  tip. 

Canned  or  other  pre-pa.clcod  foods : - 

636  lbs#  meat  or  fish  (248  packs), 

1,650  lbs.  fruit  or  vegetables  (840  packs). 

88  lbs.  milk  (93  packs). 

I67  lbs,  other  pre-packed  foods.  (125  packs). 

Other  foods: - 

336  lbs,  meat,  bacon  and  meat  products. 

290  lbs.  fish. 

17  lbs.  fruit. 

97  lbs.  other  ’'open11  foods. 

Total  weight:  3 >281  lbs. 


22- 


8,  MEAT  INSPECTION. 


During  the  year  52,5&5  animals  were  slaughtered  at  two  premises 
lnc-nsed  as  private  slaughterhouses.  It  had  been  made  clear  to  the 
licensees  that  the  Council  had  asked  the  sanitary  inspectors  to  make 
every  effort  to  inspect  all  carcases  before  they  left  the  slaughterhouses; 
in  fact,  all  except  thirteen  were  examined* 

This  record  has  not  been  achieved  without  difficulty,  because 
slaughtering  took  place  over  very  long  hours  and  for  much  of  each  week 
both  slaughterhouses  operated  at  the  same  hours.  A full  day's 
slaughtering  took  place  on  every  Sunday  in  the  year  except  four,  on 
Easter  Monday,  Whit  Monday,  August  Bank  Holiday  Monday  and  Tuesday  the 
27 ah  December,  which  had  been  declared  a public  holiday.  Your  two 
inspectors  undertook  650  hours  overtime  on  meat  inspection  during  the 
year. 


In  view  of  the  late  hours  to  which  slaughtering  regularly  took 
place  at  one  slaughterhouse  an  approach  was  made  to  the  licensee,  who 
agreed  that  animals  slaughtered  after  7pni  on  Sundays  and  8pm  on  other 
days  would  be  held  over  for  inspection  at  9cm  the  following  morning. 
Whilst  this  arrangement  has  helped  to  reduce  the  amount  of  overtime  it 
has  not  been  practicable  to  apply  the  agreement  very  rigidly, 

Dorchester  Borough  Council  is  not  alone  in  facing  the  problem  of 
providing  an  efficient  meat  inspection  service  over  long  hours  and  it 
is  clearly  time  that  local  authorities  had  the  power  to  limit  the  hours 
of  slaughter  as  a condition  of  the  licences  issued. 

The  numbers  of  animals  passing  through  the  slaughterhouse  continue 
to  increase  and  the  diagram  on  page  22f  gives  an  indication  how  the 
present  throughput  compares  with  those  of  previous  years  under  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  and  also  of  1937  end  1938.  The  throughput  in  1955 
was  over  18,000  more  than  that  of  the  previous  year  and  this  increase 
alone  was  more  than  the  numbers  inspected  in  any  year  previous  to  1 954* 

At  ono  slaughterhouse  the  ‘animals  are  almost  all  destined  for  the 
wholesale  meat  trade.  At  the  other  slaughterhouse,  whilst  the  wholesale 
trade  predominates,  local  retail  needs  and  part  of  the  retail  needs  of 
some  neighbouring  districts  are  also  met.  In  addition  to  animals  bought 
on  the  farms,  animals  are  regularly  purchased  from  tlie  markets  in 
Dorset,  Hampshire,  (including  the  Isle  of  Wight),  Somerset  and  Devon. 

In  previous  years  the  neighbouring  authorities  of  Dorchester  Rural 
District,  Portland  Urban  District,  Swanage  Urban  District,  Wareham 
Borough  and  Weymouth  and  Melcombo  Regis  Borough  have  made  contributions 
to  the  Dorchester  Borough  Council  towards  the  cost  of  the  inspection  of 
meat  slaughtered  in  Dorchester  and  supplied  to  the  butchers  in  the 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  1937  - 1955. 

Diagram  illus trating  the  np^hers.pf  carcases  inspected. 

('The  ipmber  for  each  year  is  indicated  at  the  top  of  the  appropriate  column). 


32,532 


10,582*. 


3,107 

1.347 

1937  “ 

" 1938" 

NOTES:  (a) 

The 

IWT 

(a) 


1955 


y 1 ■-'c/  o \ — ' ' - ' ■ * 

Inspectors  from  neighbouring  authorities  (indicated  hy  the  portion 
left  uiicoloured) . 


(b)  The  total  number  of  carcases  examined  in  1951  was  12,2*41  - 
9,053  by  the  Borough  Inspectors  (indicated  in  red),  and  3,388  by 
Inspectors  from  neighbouring  authorities  (indicated  by  the  portion 
left  uncoloured). 

From  September  1951,  following  the  appointment  of  an  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  primarily  for  meat  inspection  duties,  the  Borough 
Inspectors  became  responsible  for  examining  all  the  carcases 
slaughtered  in  the  Borough, 

(c)  Meat  supplies  were  decontrolled  in  July  '195k* 
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surrounding  districts.  The  Swanage,  Portland  and  Weymouth  Councils 
agre  • :•<?  to  continue  to  make  some  payment  towards  the  cost  of  the 
in-.  'cotion  of  meat  supplied  to  their  districts,  hut  the  Dorchester 
Pv.  nl  District  Council  cea.sod  to  make  any  payment  after  the  end  of 
S’.,  ember,  1954*  despite  the  fact  that  22.6  per  cent  of  the  animals 
slaughtered  at  the  Dorchester  slaughterhouse  in  1955  were  on  behalf  of 
wh  l c sale  or  retail  butchers  with  premises  in  the  Dorchester  Rural 
District. 

In  view  of  the  very  large  wholesale  meat  trade  from  the  two 
slaughterhouses,  the  Council  felt  that  as  a small  authority  it  was 
cuvrying  a heavy  financial  burden  in  providing  an  efficient  meat 
inspection  service.  An  approach  was  made  during  the  year  to  the  two 
licensees,  who  agreed  to  make  a contribution  towards  the  Council's 
expenses  in  respect  of  the  inspection  of  carcases  sent  outside  Dorset. 

The  scheme  commenced  on  1st  July,  1955*  and  payments  amounting  to 
£201,  7.  3d  were  received  by  the  Counoil  in  respect  of  the  six  months 
up  to  31st  December,  1955. 

The  Council  had  agreed  in  July,  1954*  to  carry  out  certification 
of  pigs  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Pood  in  connection  with  the  Patstock 
Guarantee  Scheme.  These  duties  were  carried  out  by  the  meat  inspectors 
until  25th  April , 1955*  when  Ministry  officials  took  over  the  duties. 
These  additional  services  were  paid  for  by  the  Ministry,  and  the 
Council  received  an  income  of  £79.  4.  6d  for  the  period  during  which 
the  scheme  operated, 

I have  mentioned  in  the  preface  to  my  report  that  the  work  of  the 
deportment  has  continued  to  be  dominated  by  the  task  of  meat  inspection. 
In  order  to  achieve  the  inspection  of  all  carcases  it  has  been  necessary 
to  regard  the  meat  inspection  duties  as  a first  priority.  The  effect 
of  this  upon  the  other  public  health  duties,  especially  in  view  of  the 
continued  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered,  has  become 
quite  serious.  The  position  may  be  summarised  by  saying  that  in  other 
public  health  work  only  matters  which  arise  are  being  dealt  with,  that 
little  routine  work  is  being  undertaken  and  that  no  positive  or 
constructive  public  health  work  is  being  initiated.  A special  report 
was  submitted  to  the  meeting  of  the  Health  Committee  in  January,  1955* 
on  the  duties  undertaken  by  the  sanitary  inspectors,  with  particular 
reference  to  meat  inspection.  The  report  indicated  to  the  Committee 
the  effect  of  the  increased  amount  of  meat  inspection  and  asked  the 
Committee  to  consider  whether  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  meat 
inspection  (and  housing  work)  was  sufficient  to  justify  the  appointment 
of  a second  additional  sanitary  inspector.  In  the  event  of  the 
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Committee  wishing  to  continue  with  the  present  staff,  with  the  aim 
of  achieving  the  best  service  possible,  the  Committee  was  aslccd  what 
arrangements  ought  to  be  made  to  prevent  a breakdown  in  the  services. 
Arising  from  this  report  the  Town  Clerk  approached  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  asking  whether 'the  Council  might  expect 
a contribution  greater  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  salary  of  a second 
additional  sanitary  inspector  if  one  were  appointed.  The  Ministry 
replied  to  the  effect  that  in  consultation  with  the  Ministry  of  Pood 
and  the  Ministry  of  Health  it  had  under  consideration  the  financial 
problem  of  the  small  authorities  in  the  matter  of  meat  inspection, 
but  were  unable  to  make  any  contribution  at  that  stage.  The  Council 
took  no  further  action  in  the  matter.  In  June,  1955*  at  the  request  of 
the  Staff  Committee,  the  Health  Committee  appointed  a special  sub- 
committee to  consider  the  problem  of  overtime  on  meat  inspection  duties. 

A detailed  report  was  submitted  to  the  July  meeting  of  the  Committee 
which  referred  to  the  meat  inspection  carried  out  during  the  first 
twelve  months  following  the  decontrol  of  meat  supplies. 

The  table  on  page  27  gives  details  of  the  52,552  animals 
inspected.  One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  whole  carcases  (0. 2l$>)  were 
rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  the  total  quantity  of  meat 
and  offal  rejected  as  unfit  amounted  to  approximately  thirty-seven 
tons.  Seventeen  tons  of  meat  were  affected  with  tuberculosis. 

Twenty-seven  localised  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis,  equivalent  to 
0,80  per  cent  of  a.  11  cattle  inspected,  were  found  by  routine  examination 
during  the  year.  The  distribution  of  the  cysts  is  shown  below;  no 
generalised  cases  were  found. 

Site  of  cysticercus  bovis. 

Head  only  affected  (masseter 

muscles ) 

Head  only  affected  (tongue) 

Heart  only  affected 

JgL. 

Eight  cases  of  congenital  tuberculosis  in  calves  were  notified  to 
the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  to  enable  him  to  trace  the  dams,  which  are  then  slaughtered 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

The  facilities  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  which  is  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  G-.  II.  Tee,  are  available  for  the  examination  of  specimens 
from  carcases. 


Number  of  caettlc  affected. 


13 

1 

13 


-26- 


Carcases  and  Offals  inspected  and  GondenTnod.  in  whole  or  in  jpart . 


Cattle 

ex. 

Cows . 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

Number  killed. 

1198 

2196 

17155 

10678 

21329 

9 

Number  Inspected 

1 1 98 

2196 

17148 

10678 

21323 

9 

.All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci. 

5 

19 

14 

15 

35 

312 

980 

55 

511 

1379 

- 

26 « 46 

45.49 

0.40 

4.91 

6.63 

- 

^herculosis  only;^ 

Ydiole  carcase  condemned. 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis. 

8 

27 

1 

i 

4 

L . 

1 

91 

351 

41 

462 

- 

8,26 

17.21 

O.24 

- 

2.19 

11.11 

Cysjt  i c er  co  s i s_.  _ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration. 

i 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned. 

14 

13 

— 

_ 

14 

12 

. ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Total  Number  of  carcases  affected 
with  one  or  more  of  above  conditions 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease. 

. 409 

1252 

ill 

524 

1867 

1 

34.14 

57.01 

0.64 

4.91 

8.76 

11.11 
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9 * SLi'JJGtHTMl  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1933  and  1954, 

Seventeen  slaughtermen  employed  at  the  local  slaughterhouses  were 
licensed  to  slaughter  or  stun  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  with  a 
mechanically  operated  instrument  of  the  captive  holt  pistol  type  or  an 
electrically  operated  instrument  (elcctrolethaler).  No  licences  to 
slaughter  horses  within  the  Borough  have  Been  issued. 


The  Council  expressed  support  for  a Private  Member’s  Bill  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Commons  which  sought  to  enact  that  all  animals 
slaughtered  for  consumption  by  the  Jewish  community  should  bo  mechanically 
stunned  before  the  ritual  slaughter  was  performed. 


1°,  WATBR  SUPPLIES. 


Twenty-seven  samples  of  the  mains  water  supply  were  taken  by  the 
sanitary  inspectors,  eight  of  them  being  taken  at  food  premises.  Pour 
samples  (three  from  domestic  taps  and  one  from  a factory)  were  reported 
upon  adversely,  but  repeat  samples  were  satisfactory  end  it  must  be 
assumed  that  there  was  local  contamination  in  each  case. 


11.  HhiDiiiC-lih 


The  sanitary  inspectors  continued  to  undertake  the  inspection  and 
testing  of  new  dra.ins,  eiglity-seven  visits  being  made  for  this  purpose. 
Seventy-eight  visits  were  made  to  inspect  and  test  old  drains. 


1 2.  FACTORIES. 

The  table  on  page  29  shows  the  number  of  factories  on  the  Council’s 
register  and  deta.ils  of  the  inspections  made.  Routine  inspection  of 
the  factories  in  the  Borough  has  not  been  carried  out  since  1952. 

One  certificate  of  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  was  . 
issued  under  section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937.  Most  of  the 
certificates  issued  under  this  section  were  prepared  soon  .after  the 
Act  came  into  force  and  there  is  need  for  them  to  be  revised  in  the 
light  of  today's  conditions. 

Notification  was  received  during  the  year  of  forty  outworkers  who 
wore  employed  in  their  own  homos  making  we  axing  apparel. 
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FACTORIES  ON  THE  COUNCIL'S  REGISTER  AND  DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Premises 


Number  on  Inspections  Written  Occupiers 


i 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 ,2,3*4  & 6 are 
to  he  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

tegjLsi 

18 

,er 

1 

5 

_ 1JOX1C 

2 

icuxea 

(ll)  Factories  not 
included  in  (l ) in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  hy 
the  Local  Authorities 

64 

3 

- 

- 

(ill)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced 
hy  the  Local  Authorities 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

- 

** 

- 

- 

82 

8 

2 

FACTORIES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

Referred 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  To  H*M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pros-  * 
e cut ions  were 
instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

- 

- 

- 

M 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

*■<* 

«-4 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences:- 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

(h)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

1 

1 

- 

1 

— 

(c)  not  separate 

for  sexes 

- 

- 

— 

Other  offences  agaiist  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork). 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

2 

3 

- 

2 
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1 3 . C/ltPING  CONTROL, 


Licences  were  issued  under  section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  to  two  persons  to  station  an  individual  caravan  for  permanent 
use,  A licensed  residential  site  for  twenty-nine  caravans  has  been  in 
use  throughout  the  year.  This  site  is  provided  with  permanent  sanitary 
accommods.tion  (three  water-closets  for  each  sox),  washbasins  and  mains 
wader  supply.  The  whole  site  has  been  asphalted  to  form  hard  standings. 


14.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES , 

As  a routine  measure  Moore 1 s swabs  were  kept  in  the  high  and  low 
level  sewers  in  manholes  near  the  sewage  disposal  works.  One  hundred  and 
sixty-one  swabs  were  submitted  for  examination,  one  of  which  gave  a 
positive  result. 

During  the  year  disinfection  of  one  premises  was  carried  out,  at 
the  request  of  the  occupier.  An  account  was  rendered  for  the  cost  of  the 
work  as  the  patient  concerned  had  not  been  suffering  from  a notifiable 
disease.  In  two  instances  bedding  was  subjected  to  steam  disinfection 
and  the  cost  of  this  work  was  also  recovered. 

Thirteen  check  samples  taken  from  various  points  in  the  rivers 
Drome  and  Ceme  and  tlrree  samples  of  the  effluent  from  the  sewage  disposal 
works  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Two  samples  from 
the  children’s  paddling  pool  in  the  Borough  Gardens  were  also  taken. 


1 3 . RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Council’s  rodent  control  service  was  continued  on  the  lines  of 
the  scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood. 

No  charge  is  made  for  the  destruction  by  the  Council  of  rats  and  mice, 
except  in  the  case  of  business  premises.  The  work  carried  out  during  the 
year  is  shown  in  the  table  on  page  31 • 

In  January  and  February  a maintenance  treatment  of  thirty-four 
manholes  was  carried  out,  at  nine  of  which  rat  infesta.tions  were  found. 

In  August  test  baiting  of  sewers  was  undertaken  at  forty-one  manholes, 
the  bait  being  consumed  by  ra.ts  at  three  manholes.  A maintenance  treatment 
of  fifteen  manholes  was  therefore  undertaken  and  twelve  manholes  were  found 
to  be  infested. 
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RODENT  CONTROL  - 1955* 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses (inc. 
Council  Houses) 

All  Other 
(inc. 
Business 
Premises) 

Agrio, 

Total 

Total  number  of  properties 

21 

3,254 

690 

9 

3,974 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of: 

(a)  Notification 

1 

33 

9 

2 

45 

(b)  Survey 

13 

58 

20 

3 

94 

(c)  Otherwise  (e,g.  when 
visited  for  some  other 
purpose) 

NIL 

307 

3 

NIL 

310 

Total  inspections  carried 
out  - including  re-inspections 

17 

480 

40 

11 

54B 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  found  to  be 
infested  by 

(a)  Rats 

5 

39 

16 

2 

62 

(b)  Mice 

NIL 

18 

1 

NIL 

19 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated  by  the  L.A. 

5 

56 

15 

2 

78 
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16,  vEEamrous  premises. 


During  the  year  ten  premises  were  disinfested,  the  total  oost  of 
£31«  15s  Od  being  recovered  from  the  persons  administering  the  properties 
concerned*  iho  work  was  carried  out  to  destroy  the  following  pests  J- 


Cockro aches 

Lice 

Pleas 

Hover  flies 

Wasps 


5 premises 

1 premises 

2 premises 
1 premises 
1 premises 


1 7 c RAC  FLOCK  /JO  OTHER  FILLING-  ILdERIALS  ACT,  1951* 

Under  the  above  Act  five  premises  in  which  upholstery  is  undertaken 
are  registered  by  the  Council,  Premises  'within  the  Borough  are  not  used 
for  the  manufacture  or  storage  of  rag  flock.  No  visits  of  inspection  or 
sampling  under  this  Act  were  made  during  the  year. 


1 8 • DEALERS  IN  OLD  METALS. 

Six  dealers  in  old  metals  arc  registered  by  the  Council  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907*  No  visits  of  inspection  were  made 
during  the  year  by  your  sanitary  inspectors.  The  Council  authorised  six 
members  of  the  Dorset  County  Constabulary  to  visit  the  premises, 


1 9 . PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  and  1936. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  fifty-two  licences  were  renewed  in 
respect  of  existing  petroleum  installations.  The  report  of  the  formal 
investigation  into  the  explosion  at  the  M.  & M.  Mart  G-arage,  Ashley  Road, 
Bristol,  on  the  24th  November,  1 951 , contained  suggested  conditions 
recommended  by  the  Home  Office  for  inclusion  in  licences  issued  by  local 
authorities.  The  licences  issued  by  this  Council  from  1st  January,  1955, 
onwards  incorporate  these  suggested  conditions  and  include  a reference  plan 
showing  the  approved  positions  of  the  tanlcs  and  pumps  in  the  licensed 
installations , 
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.Sixty-eight  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  licensed 
installations,  most  of  the  visits  being  made  during  the  period  when 
applications  for  renewal  of  licences  were  being  considered.  At  nine 
promises  it  was  necessary  to  ask  the  licensees  to  provide  improved  means 
of  ox:- anguishing  petroleum  spirit  fires.  At  one  store  it  was  found  that 
the  statutory  notice  to  employees  was  not  being  displayed, 

Thirteen  visits  were  made  to  new  or  proposed  installations,  four 
new  tanks  being  subjected  to  air  pressure  test  before  being  put  into 
service*  Two  now  installations  were  licensed  during  the  year. 


20 o EET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951  * 

Three  premises  and  a market  stall  are  licensed  by  the  Council  under 
the  above  Act  for  the  sale  of  pet  animals.  One  of  the  premises  was 
visited  during  the  year. 


21 . NUISANCE  FROM  PIGEONS, 

Numbers  of  pigeons  continued  to  roost  in  the  town  and  were  the 
subject  of  several  complaints.  In  addition  to  being  a general  nuisance 
to  the  public,  the  pigeons  were  responsible  for  the  choked  condition  of  a 
number  of  gutters  and  downpipes , Usually  these  conditions  only  came  to 
light  on  the  occa.sion  of  heavy  rain  and  often  damage  to  buildings  and 
contents  resulted. 

Prom  time  to  time  two  pigeon  traps  were  used  on  various  buildings 
but  it  cannot  be  claimed  that  they  were  highly  successful.  Many  of  the 
pigeons  trapped  were  found  to  be  ringed  and  as  numbers  of  birds  are 
released  from  the  railway  station  each  year  the  pigeons  in  the  town  are 
continually  being  replenished  by  the  birds  that  refuse  to  go  home.  Much 
time  was  spent  in  making  seventy-seven  inspections  regarding  pigeons  and 
the  Council  may  consider  that  very  little  benefit  to  public  health  has 
resulted  from  the  time  spent  on  this  problem. 
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